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ARGVMENT. 

T His Mglogue ( etten as the firttbeganne) is ended Kith a e omplaynte 
of Colin toGodfan.Kberein as Keary of bis former Kayes, be bra- 
portionetb bis lifetotbefourefeafonsoftbeyeare, comparingbysyoutbe 
to the firing time.Kben be Kas frejh and free from loues follye. His man - 
boodetotbe fimmer ,K>hich befaytb.Kas c onfumed Kith great e beate and 
excejftue drouth caufed tbrougbea Comet orblafinge ftarre, lyKbicbbee 
meanetb loue,Khich pajfton is comenly compared to fucb flames andimmt - 
derate beate. His riper yeares bcerefembietb to an VnJeafonablebarucIU 
Kbexeintbe fruites fall ere they be rype. His latter age to Kinters cbjlltf 
frottie feafon,noK drafting neare to bis latt ende. 

Upe gentle fljephcaro fatte bcfice a fp?inge, 

911 in the ibaoobue of a bufbpe b?ere , 

'©hat Colin bight, tohich mel eoulo pppe ano Snge, 
4Fo?be ofTityrus his fongs oto lerc. 

Cbere as be facte in recreate tyaoe alone, 
gan be make of lone bfe piteous mone, 

* 








edmund spenser The Shepheardes Calender London, 1579 


. ‘December . fil.p^. 

©fottcratgne Tan tbott ©oo of (hepbearos an, 

£ 01 } tr() of out tenner lambkins taken keeper 
^tto mben our flocks into mtfcbaunce mougbt faff, 
faue from mtfcbiefe the bnboarp fljeepe: 
of their maifters baft no letfe regaroe, 

'Stjcn of the flocks, mljiclj tljou ooett match ano maro: 

jtljeebefecfje (fo be tbott oeigne toljeare, 

Kuoe oitttes trnto to ibepbearos ©aten reeoe, 
if 31 eticr fonet fong fo cleare, 

$$ it with pleafattnce mougbt tbp fancte feeoe) 
hearken amljtle from tbpgrecne cabinet, 

Cljcrurallfongof carefoUColinet. 

SEttjilome inpoutb,tobcn flom?o mp topfull fp?tng, 
jLtite £>mallom fmift 31 mano?eo Ijere aito there: 
jfo? Ijeate of becolelfe lull me fo oio fling, 

%\) at 31 of ooubteo oaunger bao no feare, 

31 iuent the maftcfull moooes ants fo?efl mpoe, 

Mlitfjouten o?eaoe offtltolues to bene efppeo* 

31 moot to raung? ampooe the ma?te tbickette, 

9 no gather nuttes to make me ©b?tftmas game: 

9nn topeo oft to chace the trembling l&ieket, 

£D? hunt the hartlefle hare, til fijee mere tame* 

Cfttbat m?eakeo 31 of mintrpe ages made, 

‘Sljo occmeo 31 ,mp fp?tiig moulo euer lafle. 

5 poto often haue 31 fcaleo the craggie ©ke,. 

911 to oiflooge the Hauen of her nefle: 

Ipome haue 31 mearteo mitb manp a ftroke, 
ttb e ftatelp Walnut tree, the mbile the refl 
&noer the tree fell all fo? nuts at ffrife: 

Jfo? plike to me mas libertce ano Ipfe. 

9 no fo? 31 teas in tljtlke fameloofer peares, 

(Qtlhcther the Sl&t.fe,fo brought me from mp birth, 

2 D? 31 tomuclj beleetteo mp Ihephero pcrcs) 

Swneoele pbent to fong ano muflekg mirth* 

43>i* 9Lff<J0l 
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